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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 




Jordan’s Angels arr. by Rollo Dillworth 
Columbia College Hi C’s 
Paula Wilson, Director / Allison Hilbish, Piano 
 
Invocation 
Pastor Dewitt Atkerson 
Washington Street Baptist Church – Columbia, SC 
 
Nothing Gold Can Stay by Robert Frost 
Laura Hudson 
SC Crime Victims’ Council – Columbia, SC 
 
Words of Witness 
Ms. Kristen Pinkerton 
 
No Time by Susan Brumfield 
Columbia College Hi C’s 
 
Remarks and Victim Remembrance 
The Honorable Alan Wilson 
South Carolina Attorney General 
 
Benediction 
Bishop C.L. “Josh” Lorick, Jr. 
Rehoboth United Church of Jesus Christ – Columbia, SC 
 
 AMAZING GRACE* 
Pipe Sergeant Christian Markle 
Palmetto Pipes and Drums 
(Following one verse of Amazing Grace, please depart in 
silence.) 
 
* Please stand if you are able. 
 
 
The Silent Witness Story 
 
In 2014, 39 South Carolinians were killed by 
their intimate partners. As citizens of this state, 
we have a responsibility to take a stand against 
this injustice. Therefore, in 1998 our state 
joined with more than 40 other states in a 
mission “to promote peace, healing and 
responsibility in adult relationships.”  
 
During the 18th annual Silent Witness 
ceremony, wooden silhouettes represent the 
women and men who have died due to 
domestic violence in South Carolina in 2014. 
This year, there are 40 silhouettes; 29 are for 
the known female homicide victims, 10 are for 
the known male victims, and one represents 
those victims of whom we are unaware. 
 
The South Carolina Attorney General’s Office, 
through the S.T.O.P. (Services, Training, 
Officers, and Prosecutors) Violence Against 
Women program hosts this annual 
remembrance. Other contributing citizens and 










This book is dedicated 
to the women and men  
of South Carolina  
who lost their lives  
due to domestic violence in 
2014.* 










*The stories in this book were compiled using 
incident reports from local law enforcement and 
data from the South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division.  All defendants are presumed innocent 














Nature’s first green is gold, 
Her hardest hue to hold. 
Her early leaf’s a flower; 
But only so an hour. 
Then leaf subsides to leaf. 
So Eden sank to grief, 
So dawn goes down to day. 



















21 years old 
Aiken County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Terry Cook shot her husband, Dakota 
Cook, at their home on April 8, 2014.  
Police arrived to discover that Mr. Cook 
still had a pulse and EMS transported 
him to the emergency room. Shortly 
after, he was pronounced dead at the 
hospital. Mrs. Cook was charged with 
murder and possession of a weapon 
during the commission of a violent 
crime.  She is currently awaiting trial. 
  




63 years old 
Aiken County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Debra Morris shot her husband, Stephen 
Morris, at their home on September 1, 
2014. Mrs. Morris later called law 
enforcement and stated that she had shot 
her husband. Police responded to the 
scene, where Mrs. Morris again told 
them she shot Mr. Morris and showed 
them the gun. Reports indicate the 
couple was having marital problems.  
Mrs. Morris was charged with murder 
and possession of a weapon during the 
commission of a violent crime.  She is 
currently awaiting trial. 
  




32 years old 
Aiken County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Todd Brown shot his former live-in 
girlfriend, Lacey Parker, at her home on 
March 19, 2014.  Ms. Parker’s neighbor 
heard the shots and called 911.  Deputies 
responded and found Ms. Parker in the 
front yard.  Mr. Brown was arrested and 
charged with burglary, possession of a 
weapon during the commission of a 
violent crime, and murder. He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
  
 __________________________________   
 
Teresa “Missi” Brant 
Tomac 
44 years old 
Aiken County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
James Tomac shot his wife, Missi 
Tomac, at their home on November 22, 
2014. After speaking with a family 
member, Mr. Tomac then turned the gun 
on himself and took his own life. The 
family member called 911 and police 
arrived to find Mr. and Mrs. Tomac 
unresponsive.  EMS arrived shortly after 
and advised that both parties were 
deceased. 
  




39 years old 
Anderson County 
______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Kyle Hand ran over his live-in 
girlfriend, Carol Rogenski, with her car 
in the parking lot of a motel on July 8, 
2014. The police and EMS arrived to 
find Ms. Rogenski unresponsive with 
head trauma. EMS transported her to the 
emergency room where she was 
pronounced deceased. Mr. Hand was 
charged with hit and run resulting in 
death, as well as grand larceny for 
stealing Ms. Rogenski’s vehicle. He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
  




80 years old 
Beaufort County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Brian Chinn shot his wife, Jeanette 
Chinn, at their home around April 10, 
2014. He then turned the gun on himself 
and took his own life. The couple’s son 
called a neighbor of his parents after not 
being able to make contact with them by 
phone for several days. When the 
neighbors went to the home, they were 
able to see the couple lying 
unresponsive in a bedroom. Deputies 
were called for assistance and arrived to 
find Mr. and Mrs. Chinn deceased.  Mr. 
Chinn had shown signs of dementia a 
year prior to the shooting but had never 
made any reference to harming himself 
or his wife. 
 
  




55 years old 
Beaufort County 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Nick Evangelista strangled his live-in 
girlfriend, Rebecca Melton, at their 
home on August 26, 2014. Police found 
Ms. Melton at the home several days 
later when Mr. Evangelista’s workplace 
requested a welfare check after not 
hearing from him for a week. Mr. 
Evangelista fled to Florida, where he 
was arrested and charged with murder.   
He is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




36 years old 
Berkeley County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Darryl Flowers shot his wife, Tammy 
Flowers, at their home on June 4, 2014.  
Mr. Flowers then fled the scene.  When 
police arrived, they discovered Mrs. 
Flowers unresponsive and two of her 
nieces wounded by gunshots. Mr. 
Flowers was later arrested and charged 
with murder, two counts of attempted 
murder, two counts of kidnapping, and 
possession of a weapon during the 
commission of a violent crime. He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




60 years old 
Berkeley County 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Lee Bradley stabbed his live-in girlfriend, 
Frances Lawrence, at their home on May 
23, 2014. The next morning, Mr. Bradley 
called 911 to report that he had stabbed 
Ms. Lawrence during a fight and claimed 
he was trying to defend himself. Police 
arrived to find Ms. Lawrence deceased. 
There was a long history of domestic 
violence charges against Mr. Bradley in 
the relationship. He was arrested, charged 








51 years old 
Berkeley County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Janice Coleman stabbed her boyfriend, 
William Todd, at their home on 
December 21, 2014. A neighbor called 
911 after Ms. Coleman told him she had 
killed Mr. Todd. Police arrived to 
discover Mr. Todd unresponsive. Ms. 
Coleman was arrested and charged with 
murder.  She is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




32 years old 
Charleston County 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Alberto Martinez-Villa stabbed his wife, 
Augustina Hernandez-Hernandez, on 
November 28, 2014.  Mr. Martinez-Villa 
contacted police to file a missing 
persons report, but confessed to killing 
his wife after officers found Ms. 
Hernandez-Hernandez’s body several 
days later in a public area. Mr. Martinez-
Villa was arrested and charged with 








59 years old 
Cherokee County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
William Pennington shot his wife, Rita 
Pennington, at their home on June 21, 
2014.  Mr. Pennington then called 911 
and claimed that he accidentally shot his 
wife while cleaning his gun. Police 
arrived to discover Mrs. Pennington 
deceased. According to family members, 
Mr. Pennington had a history of 
threatening to kill Mrs. Pennington and 
had pointed a gun at her in the past.  Mr. 
Pennington was arrested and charged 








41 years old 
Chester County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Donald Small, Jr. shot his estranged 
wife, Angie Small, outside of her 
workplace on November 6, 2014. He 
then turned the gun on himself and took 
his own life. Mrs. Small’s coworker saw 
them talking and then getting into a 
physical fight in the parking lot. As he 
went outside to break up the fight, he 
heard gunshots and went back inside to 
call 911. Police arrived to discover Mr. 
and Mrs. Small deceased. 
 
  




57 years old 
Clarendon County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Johnnie Richburg shot his wife, Julia 
Richburg, at their home on August 9, 
2014. Mr. Richburg then went to the 
county detention center to report that he 
killed his wife. Police responded to their 
home to discover Mrs. Richburg 
deceased. Mr. Richburg was arrested 
and charged with murder, possession of 
a weapon during the commission of a 
violent crime, and possession of a 
firearm and ammunition by a convicted 
felon.  He is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




30 years old 
Dillon County 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Miguel Mendez shot his wife, Tiana 
Mendez, and her friend at their home on 
November 15, 2014. Mr. Mendez then 
turned the gun on himself and took his 
own life. Upon entering the home, Mrs. 
Mendez’s niece found her aunt on the 
bed and called 911. Police arrived to 
discover all three persons deceased. 
 
  




52 years old 
Dorchester County 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Glenn Taylor shot his wife, Stephanie 
Taylor, at their home on December 2, 
2014. Mr. Taylor then called 911 to report 
the shooting. Law enforcement arrived to 
discover Mrs. Taylor unresponsive. Mr. 
Taylor later confessed to the killing but 
claimed it was self-defense. His statements 
were found inconsistent with the evidence 
and he was arrested and charged with 
murder and possession of a weapon during 
the commission of a violent crime.  He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




25 years old 
Florence County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Shanasia Garland shot her live-in 
boyfriend, Travis Francis, at their home 
on December 4, 2014. Ms. Garland 
called 911 to report that Mr. Francis had 
been shot by an unknown assailant.  
Police arrived to discover Mr. Francis 
unresponsive. Ms. Garland confessed 
later that day to shooting her boyfriend 
during a fight. She was arrested and 
charged with murder and possession of a 
weapon during the commission of a 








60 years old 
Georgetown County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Sonia Smith shot Fermiond Smith at 
their home on August 8, 2014. Mrs. 
Smith then called 911 to report that she 
had shot her husband during a fight.  
Police arrived to discover Mr. Smith 
unresponsive.  Neighbors stated that the 
couple had a history of fighting.  Mrs. 
Smith was arrested and charged with 
murder.  She is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




35 years old 
Greenville County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Ramona Gilmore stabbed her husband, 
Lawrence Bress, at their home on July 
19, 2014. A neighbor called 911 to 
report the incident. Law enforcement 
arrived to discover Mr. Bress severely 
injured, and he became unresponsive 
before EMS arrived. Ms. Gilmore was 
arrested and charged with murder and 
possession of a weapon during the 
commission of a violent crime. She is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




42 years old 
Greenville County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Sylvester King stabbed his former live-
in girlfriend, Janice Hackett, at her home 
on March 16, 2014. Mr. King then fled 
the scene. Ms. Hackett’s minor son 
discovered his mother when he returned 
home from an errand and called 911. 
Law enforcement arrived to find Ms. 
Hackett deceased. Mr. King was later 
arrested and charged with murder.  He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




51 years old 
Greenville County 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
John Sledge shot his wife, Kimberly 
Sledge, at their home on January 29, 
2014. While Mr. Sledge fled the scene, 
the couple’s minor son called 911.  
Officers arrived to discover Mrs. Sledge 
unresponsive. Mr. Sledge was soon 
located, arrested, and charged with 
murder and possession of a weapon 
during the commission of a violent crime.  
He is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




25 years old 
Greenville County 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
David Thompson stabbed his former live-in 
girlfriend, Jennifer Youngblood, at her 
home on May 23, 2014. Ms. Youngblood’s 
mother called 911 after returning home and 
discovering Ms. Youngblood unresponsive.  
Mr. Thompson was later arrested and 
charged with murder and possession of a 
weapon during the commission of a violent 
crime. He is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




21 years old 
Horry County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
John Scott killed Eboni Drayton, the 
mother of his child, at her home with 
blunt force on August 29, 2014. When 
he called his mother and stated that he 
thought he had killed Ms. Drayton, his 
mother called 911. Police arrived to 
discover Ms. Drayton deceased. Mr. 
Scott was arrested and charged with 
murder.  He is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




18 years old 
Lancaster County 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Keishawn McManus shot Quatavia 
Robinson at their home on December 23, 
2014. Mr. McManus then called 911 to 
report that his live-in girlfriend had 
committed suicide. Law enforcement 
arrived to discover Ms. Robinson 
unresponsive. Mr. McManus fled the area 
after speaking with officers. It was later 
determined that Ms. Robinson did not 
commit suicide. Warrants have been 
issued for Mr. McManus’s arrest for 
murder and possession of a weapon 
during the commission of a violent crime.  








59 years old 
Lexington County 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Marion Wilkes stabbed his wife, Susan 
Wilkes, around June 9, 2014.  The 
couple’s son, Joseph Wilkes, was an 
accomplice. Mr. Wilkes then called 911 
to report his wife as a missing person. 
Police found Mrs. Wilkes’ body several 
days later in Little Mountain, South 
Carolina. Mr. Wilkes and Joseph Wilkes 
were arrested and charged with murder. 
Mr. Wilkes has since confessed to 








24 years old 
Orangeburg County 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Courtney Price stabbed Samuel Simmons, 
the father of her child, at her home on 
September 27, 2014. Ms. Price then called 
911 to report that she had stabbed Mr. 
Simmons. Police arrived to discover him 
severely injured. Mr. Simmons was 
unresponsive by the time EMS arrived. 
Ms. Price was arrested and charged with 
murder.  She is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




51 years old 
Pickens County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Richard Haynie shot his wife, Eva 
Haynie, while at their vacation home in 
North Carolina on November 24, 2014. 
Mr. Haynie then turned the gun on 
himself and took his own life. Friends 
stated that the couple had no history of 
violence but that Mr. Haynie had 
recently lost his job and was exhibiting 
signs of depression. Police found the 
couple deceased during a welfare check 
requested by a coworker after Mrs. 
Haynie did not show up for work. 
 
  




38 years old 
Pickens County 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Crystal Williams paid a friend to shoot 
Shane Williams at their home on 
January 26, 2014. Mrs. Williams called 
911 to report that her husband had been 
shot while she was asleep. Police arrived 
to discover Mr. Williams unresponsive. 
After an investigation, both Mrs. 
Williams and her accomplice were 
arrested. Mrs. Williams was charged 
with murder and conspiracy to commit 
murder. She pled guilty to both charges 








28 years old 
Richland County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
John Corbett shot Akawandlis Byrd, his 
former live-in girlfriend, at her home on 
September 3, 2014. Mr. Corbett also 
shot another man and attempted to shoot 
another woman who were residing in the 
house. The woman called 911 to report 
the shooting. Law enforcement arrived 
to discover Ms. Byrd in serious 
condition; she died shortly after. The 
following day Mr. Corbett turned 
himself in to police. He was charged 
with murder and two counts of 








20 years old 
Richland County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Brandon Early shot his live-in girlfriend, 
Diamoney Greene, at their home around 
November 11, 2014. Mr. Early then 
turned the gun on himself and took his 
own life. Their roommate later returned 
to the apartment and called 911 to report 
that he had not seen or heard from Mr. 
Early or his girlfriend for several days. 








28 years old 
Richland County 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Sheddrick Miller shot his wife, Kia 
Miller, at their home in early January 
2014. Mr. Miller also shot and killed 
the couple’s two children before turning 
the gun on himself and taking his own 
life. Mr. Miller’s mother alerted law 
enforcement when she went to the home 
after not hearing from the family for 
several days. Police arrived to find Mrs. 
Miller and her family deceased. 
 
  




23 years old 
Richland County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Jeremy Mickens shot Aja Robinson, his 
live-in girlfriend, in a parking lot of a 
local business on June 13, 2014. He then 
turned the gun on himself and took his 
own life. Police in the area were flagged 
down by a witness who heard the 
gunshots. Upon arrival, officers found 
Mr. Mickens and Ms. Robinson 
unresponsive. The coroner’s office 
pronounced them deceased at the scene. 
 
  




51 years old 
Richland County 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Timotheus Hemingway killed Theresa 
Steward, his former live-in girlfriend, at 
her home with blunt force trauma to the 
head on April 26, 2014. Mr. Hemingway 
called his sister and stated he and Ms. 
Steward were involved in another fight 
and he believed he may have hurt her.  
His sister then called 911 to request a 
welfare check. After searching the 
surrounding area, officers found Ms. 
Steward’s body. Mr. Hemingway was 
arrested and charged with murder.  He is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




44 years old 
Spartanburg County 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Rex Scott shot his wife, Lisa James, in 
their home on November 18, 2014. A 
video camera set up in the residence 
revealed that the couple was involved in 
an argument over money. Mr. Scott, 
who was a retired Spartanburg County 
sheriff’s deputy, shot Ms. James, then 
turned the gun on himself and took his 
own life. Deputies responding to the 
scene when a family member requested 








42 years old 
Spartanburg County 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Michael Larson shot Mitzi Larson in 
their home on May 17, 2014.  Mr. Larson 
then called 911 to report that he had 
killed his wife. Responding deputies 
found Mrs. Larson deceased in the home. 
The couple’s sons told deputies that Mr. 
and Mrs. Larson had been in an argument 
earlier that day.  Mr. Larson was arrested 








55 years old 
Spartanburg County 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Robert O’Shields shot his wife, Mariann 
O’Shields, on the side of a road on April 
30, 2014 when she was leaving a 
domestic violence shelter where she was 
staying with their child. Mr. O’Shields 
then fled the scene. A witness called 911 
and deputies arrived to find Mrs. 
O’Shields responsive. EMS transported 
her to the hospital, where she later died 
as a result of her injuries.  Mr. O’Shields 
was arrested and charged with murder, 
possession of a weapon during the 
commission of a violent crime, and 
violation of an order of protection.  He 
is currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




22 years old 
Sumter County 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Helen Wells stabbed her live-in 
boyfriend, Mallory Richardson, at their 
home on July 26, 2014. Ms. Wells then 
threw the knife in the front yard and 
called 911. Deputies arrived on the scene 
to find Mr. Richardson unresponsive. 
EMS attempted to revive Mr. Richardson 
but was unsuccessful. Ms. Wells was 
arrested and charged with murder. She is 
currently awaiting trial. 
 
  




39 years old 
Williamsburg County 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Donna Hemmans shot Charles Burroughs 
on July 11, 2014. Ms. Hemmans later 
called 911 to report that she had 
discovered her live-in boyfriend shot by 
an unknown assailant when she returned 
to their home after they had an argument 
that evening. Deputies arrived to find Mr. 
Burroughs unresponsive.  Ms. Hemmans’ 
statements were found to be inconsistent 
with the evidence and she was arrested 
and charged with murder and possession 
of a weapon during the commission of a 








71 years old 
York County 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Ronald Gregory shot his wife, Barbara 
Gregory, and their minor granddaughter at 
their home on March 21, 2014. Mr. 
Gregory later called 911 and requested 
law enforcement to come to the home. Mr. 
Gregory then shot himself twice. Deputies 
arrived to discover Mrs. Gregory and her 
granddaughter deceased and Mr. Gregory 
injured. He was arrested and charged with 
two counts of murder and possession of a 
weapon during the commission of a 
violent crime. He pled guilty but mentally 
ill to all charges and was sentenced to life 
in prison without parole for murder and 5 


















 ______________________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Domestic violence affects us all. 
 
Domestic violence cuts across gender, 
race and ethnicity. People in every 
socioeconomic status experience this 
type of violence. Domestic violence 
victims are all around us: in our 
neighborhoods, workplaces and our 
places of worship. 
 
Therefore, let us have a moment of 
silence to remember those victims of 
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Contributing Agencies and Offices 
 
The Office of the Attorney General would like to thank all 
those individuals and offices that contributed to this 
ceremony, especially: 
 
Columbia College High C’s 
 
Pastor Dewitt Atkerson 
 









South Carolina Solicitors’ Offices 
 
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division 
 
South Carolina Sheriffs’ Offices 
 
South Carolina Police Departments 
 
South Carolina Coroners’ Offices 
 
South Carolina Victim Assistance Network 
 
State Office of Victim Assistance 
 
South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault 
 
South Carolina Department of Corrections 
 
USC Sexual Assault and Intervention & Prevention Dept. 
 
Lexington, Richland, and Sumter SARTs 
 
 
and all who graciously gave their time. 
 
 
Silent Witness Information 
  
The South Carolina Office of the 
Attorney General works diligently 
throughout the year to collect information 
about domestic violence homicides. This is 
the 18th year the office has held the Silent 
Witness Memorial during October to 
recognize the victims of this horrific crime. 
 The information for the Silent Witness 
Memorial is compiled with the assistance 
and cooperation of the South Carolina Law 
Enforcement Division (SLED) and the 
offices of South Carolina solicitors, sheriffs, 
coroners, and police departments. 
 Every effort is made to contact the 
victims’ families. The loved ones of these 
victims provided the photographs found in 
this book. 
